
Meeting Dates & Times    
We have decided to change the format 
of our meetings from committee 
or co-ordinators only meetings 
to the new format of committee, 
co-ordinators, local police team, 
counsellors and any residents from 
the Estate or Lilly Lanes areas that 
would like to attend and voice any 
concerns or share any suggestions. 

Meetings will continue to run bi-
monthly and will be displayed on the 
home watch website along with times 
etc. www.hartsheadhomewatch.
co.uk

Save the date: January 29th  
Our first meeting will be held at 
the Rugby Club, St Albans Ave, on 
January 29th at the new time of 19:00.  

Introducing our Chairman: 
Chris Armitage
In my career 
in the Building 
Services 
Industry I 
worked for 
English, 
Danish and 
German 
organisations 
travelling 
throughout the UK, Europe, North 
Africa and the Middle East. I 
retired in 2010. 

I moved onto the estate in 1976 having 
moved from Durham City with my 

family. My children, Louise and 
David both attended Holden Clough 
school. My wife Beverley and her 
friend Eileen Davies established the 
first play group at the school in 1984. 
Beverley then worked as a nursery 
nurse in Oakdale Special School 
until she retired. Since then we have 
enjoyed traveling and looking after 
our grandchildren. 

I became involved in Homewatch in 
2012 after a residents meeting had 
been called to address a dramatic 
increase in house burglaries. The 
police attended that meeting and 
suggested that we form Hartshead 
Homewatch. We established the 
group with Anil as Chairman and 
Myself as deputy. I became Chairman 
in 2014. 

In the f irst 12 months we had 
formed a committee, recruited 
over 30 co-ordinators, created a 
data base to enable us to contact 
and email residents, introduced our 
own web site, printed membership 
cards, published a newsletter and 
visited every home on the estate. 
We arranged raffles to raise funds. 
We established links with the police, 
Tameside Homewatch and Tameside 
Council. A great deal of hard work by 
all concerned resulted in us winning 
two GMP Homewatch awards in 
October 2012.

The initial hard work has paid 
dividends, we have a well-established 
group and achieved our aim of 
reducing crime on the estate.
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Homewatch Contacts and 
Police team reporting
Committee members and police team 
to contact with any reports or news of 
criminal activities in the area;

Chris Armitage               07521 514415  

Anil Patel                           07884 361 243

Sailhesh Mistry              07972 067222

Hurst Ward Local police team

PC Steve Naylor               07919 545077

PCSO Ryan Chadwick   07973 467372

PCSO Philip Jones          07973 145398

You can find a lot of useful information 
policing matters, council services, 
welfare and advice including phone 
numbers and contact information by 
going onto the Homewatch website 
www.hartsheadhomewatch.co.uk
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Watch Newsletter 



Summary of what we achieved 
in 2018 

We have worked hard to resolve 
some of the issues identified in 2017. 
We have lobbied senior politicians, 
Greater Manchester Police and 
Tameside Council with some success. 

• The number of police officers 
allocated to the Hurst police team 
has been increased. PC Steve Naylor 
and three PCSO’s. 

• The GMP Instant web chat line is 
now available for reporting of crimes 
or suspicious activities. Please do use 
the GMP web facility as an alternative 
to phoning 101.

• We have seen a reduction in the 
number of reported incidents of Anti-
Social Behaviour on the estate.

• We now have a quarterly police 
newsletter produced specifically 
for Hurst. This is distributed by 
Homewatch co-ordinators to all 
homes on the estate.

• TMBC have agreed that they will 
accept monitoring and management 
of CCTV when installed on our estate. 
Unfortunately funding of CCTV is 
still an issue and we await results 
of a review to be undertaken by 
TMBC into the installation of CCTV 
throughout Tameside.

In 2018 we have seen a 36% reduction in the overall number of reported crimes on Hartshead Estate 
when compared to 2017. [42 reported crimes in 2018 compared to 66 in 2017].

Many thanks go to Angela Rayner MP for her support and determination 
in bringing our concerns and aims to the highest level. 

Crime statistics are reported in the Quarterly Hurst Police Newsletter and 
annual crime figures were quoted in the reports presented at our Annual 
General Meeting. (Copies of minutes of meetings and newsletters can be 
found on our web site).

What’s next for Home Watch in 2019

Our plan is to research and share local community news including a 
range of activities for all ages, identifying and contacting groups that 
operate in our area and reporting on events taking place locally and 
across Tameside with supporting contents coming from our committee 
members, police team, counsellors and others. You can already find a 
great deal of information on the Homewatch website which is constantly 
being updated and includes previous news and meeting minuets for you 
to read at your leisure.  

In our future newsletters, our aim is to include interesting topics that 
we feel will provide our readers value. We will also continue to offer 
guidance and advice on how to protect your homes, cars and generally 
make the area a safer and happy place to live in, with the main objective 
of continuing to report, fight and lowering crime rates!

Sky News: GMP Christmas Party

Christmas came early for officers from Ashton Hurst after a man was 
spotted with a massive haul of stolen chocolate bars.

The full news article can be found here:

https://news.sky.com/story/man-caught-with-200-of-twirl-bars-by-police-
on-way-to-christmas-dinner-11580859


